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Archaic Expression in Japan

“Real opinion” and “Polite face”

Real opinion (hon-ne) : speaking based on what one

really feels

Derson’s position

Case 1

Suppose someone comes INto an excessive
conditioned room and says, “It's really cool

Polite face (tate-mae): things oneself in the other

y air-

nere, isn't it ?”

He or she may mean that it is comfortable as it is hot
today or it may mean that it is too cool even though it is

hot today.



Archaic Expression in Japan
Case 2

It a person who is usually cheerful and lively says on the
phone to a friend

‘| want to die...”
the friend may think

A) “Oh, | must go to help because my friend is in real
trouble”

or
B) He or she may consider it to be just another joke



Communication

It every person spoke on one’s true intention, our
communication might become simpler.

But... practically, we sometimes refrain from expressing
our real feelings in consideration of others or even tell a
lie as necessary to maintain smooth relationships with
others.

Uttered words don’t necessarily reflect
what is really meant



Communication -Analysis-

Gumperz (1997)

Verbal or non-verbal actions are interpreted
through background clues that hint at the
meaning of words In a particular situation.

That Is to say, If we can obtain non-verbal
Information that provides background clues from
the literal record, 1t Is helpful to understand the

speaker’s behavior.



Verbal and Non-verbal Elements

Erickson & Shultz (1982)

Our speech is made up of intonation, dynamics,
rhythm and other factors.

Non-verbal information characterizes how people
talk and provides "background clues” for listeners
to understand the situation of speech and the
thought of speakers.



This Study Purpose

This study proposes an analysis method that focuses
on speech rhythm.

This method, specifically, takes into account thoughts or
attitudes that change depending on the situation as
well as manners of speech affected by such changes.

Speech rhythm, when referred to in this thesis, contains
not only tempo in a general meaning but the results of
Interaction among speakers that are described as
talkative/non-talkative or having a good/bad conversion
mood.



Analysis Method

Phase 1 : General Lesson Analysis
1) Transcription of information relating to spoken contents, the
situation and speaker’s behavior observing voice and images
2) Theorization based on transcript and field notes made in step
1)
Phase 2 : Analysis of Speech Rhythm
3) Measurement of speech rhythm with linguistic counting
method
4) Assign musical notes to spoken words

5) Preparation of a matrix with the number of beats based on
sixteenth notes on the vertical axis and syllables in a speech on
the horizontal axis, marking out applicable number of grid

6) Identification of speech conditions



Analysis Method : Phase 1

Phase 1 : General Lesson Analysis

1) Transcription of information relating to spoken
contents, the situation and speaker’'s behavior
observing voice and Images

In analyzing lessons, data is collected mainly through
observation and is written down as part of the lesson

record.

Based on t
academic t

nis written data, lessons are analyzed and

neory will be developed.
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Analysis Method : Phase 1

Phase 1 : General Lesson Analysis

2) Theorizing based on transcript and field notes made Iin
step 1)

Lesson analysis has a large similarity and convertibility
with Qualitative Research.
Especially applicable for lesson analysis is the
grounded theory that

- makes interpretation based on data,

- builds up analytical indexes (coding)
- and constantly compares and reviews these.
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Analysis Method : Phase 2

ldentify the condition of each division

Speech conditions mean the manner of speech by a
speaker.

Speech conditions, which are affected by a speaker’s
thoughts, the surrounding environment/
atmosphere or other situations, are considered
“‘background clues” in this thesis.
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Analysis Method : Phase 2
Phase 2 : Analysis of Speech Rhythm

3)Measurement of speech rhythm with linguistic counting
method

Erickson & Shultz (1982)

Verbal/non-verbal behavior in conversation can be divided Iinto
successive bars like a piece of music and proceeds to accurate
rhythm measurable by a metronome.

Based on this theory, speech rhythm is measured using the
method proposed by a linguist. To be more precise, average
beats will be taken by tapping the desk or something while
listening to the recorded speech. After repeating this several
times and comparing the results, average rhythmic beats will be
determined.
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Analysis Method : Phase 2

Phase 2 : Analysis of Speech Rhythm
4)Assign musical notes to spoken words

Based on the rhythmic beats determined in Step 3),
express the speech with musical notes.
Assign one note to each syllable in principle.

Japanese has prolonged sounds, doubled consonants,
nasal consonants, and palatalized consonants.
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Analysis Method : Phase 2
Phase 2 : Analysis of Speech Rhythm

4)Assign musical notes to spoken words

Prolonged sounds .\1 —
o o ¢ &
L &£9 = B &8
shi yo da ka ra sa a
Doubled consonants - K
— -
AR N
1 ta
Nasal consonants k]
= E— E— - -
»hOA MA 72
ka n da kan da
Palatalized consonants '\,
—a - - -
I Fx 9 3 FxID
sa gyo u sa gyo —

Assign one note to each syllable in principle

15



Analysis Method : Phase 2
Phase 2 : Analysis of Speech Rhythm

5)Preparation of a matrix with the number of beats
based on sixteenth notes on the vertical axis and
syllables In a speech on the horizontal axis, marking out
applicable number of grid

he matrix visualizes the speech rhythm expressed with
musical notes In Step 4).

This matrix is called Speech Rhythm Matrix.
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Analysis Method : Phase 2
Phase 2 : Analysis of Speech Rhythm

Syllables in a speech

(the words in order : time axis based on the progress of speech)

Rhythm Matrix

>A measure

The number of beats based on sixteenth

(time axis based on beats)

17



Analysis Method : Phase 2
Phase 2 : Analysis of Speech Rhythm

o)ldentification of speech conditions

In this step, we divide the matrix prepared in Step b)
using the criteria tfor breaking down and identity the
speech conditions.
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Analysis Method : Phase 2

Criteria for breaking down

the speech rhythm matrix

The matrix should be broken down considering the
following:

A)Context of a speech (horizontal axis of matrix)

B)Point where manner of speech changes as well as
the context

C)Change in context or speaking manner, paying
attention to a rather long blank (breath or silence)

D)Change in context or speaking manner, paying
attention to a prolonged sound (where word ending
IS prolonged)
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Analysis Method : Phase 2

ldentify the condition of each division

A model graph shows three tendencies that provide background clues.

The speech is made
at a constant rhythm

The tempo of speech
1s not rushing

The speech 1s made
at a constant rhythm

All lines is an angle of @ > T

2
. Line "a” shows that speech is made at a constant rhythm

................... The tempo of speech
1s not rushing

- Curved line “b” indicates that speech speed goes down at a certain point
. Curved line “c” shows that speech tempo gets faster at a certain point



Analysis Method : Phase 2

ldentify the condition of each division

The speech is made
at a constant rhythm

The tempo of speech
1s not rushing

The speech 1s made
at a constant rhythm

All lines is an angle of @ > T

2

................... The tempo of speech
1s not rushing

1 7

- Line “a” is “constant rate condition”
- Curved line “b" is “decelerating condition”
. Curved line “c” is "accelerating condition”

21
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about the Primary School

The primary school locate at Aichi prefecture.
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about the Primary School

The primary school locate at Aichi prefecture.
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Case for Research

A class for 6th graders was chosen as aresearch case
focusing on a statement made by one of the students
(hereinafter referred to-as “I")

-the scene-

‘I" recalls what has beenlearned at the class named* Regional
Learning for 6 Years™ that undergraduate students took part in
for field studly.

On that day, the class talked aboutditter collection, rice planting,
animal protection and other past activities.

The student, who had kept almost silent, abruptly made a
statement after another student referred to talking about the
elderly person.

25



Characteristic of “I”
usually

She is so cheerful as to raising her hand and stating her
opinions, speaking or cling to me.

We can see her taking the lead.

unusually -this class-
She kept silence for 22 minutes.




Case for Research

“Umm, at the event like bird watching or something, um (1) a
person ---named Mr. Suganuma (B) umm, ---used to come (B) to
teach (B) (1) as an instructor every year---(l ) but, umm, he
passed away and his wife comes instead now, and (B) (! ) after
we made her acquaintance, she often plants seedlings or other
stuff in our vegetable garden (B) kindly enough () and, um (B)
we have become, so to speak, friends (B) (| ) now that we
know each other well, | sometimes ask her about fertilizer when
the vegetables look faded (B) or such ---(B) () --- thing -+ (B)
directly .., (B) as she is familiar with those things. | mean (B)
through this region learning, | have met and got to know (B)
(1) various people and | came to be able to ask them what |
want to know. (—) ”

27



Case for Research

| coded based on the situation or contents
22-minute silence] [Role of Mr. S at bird watching]
Relation between this child and Mr. S] [Death of Mr. S]

‘What Mr. S left behind] [Relationship ended and newly
started] [Unexpected human relationship] [From bird to
vegetable] [Shift (expansion) of medium for relationship]

[Beginning of new relationship]

and based on the rhythm matrix

[*I” Recalling] [Selection of the right words] [Recalled
things] [Statement of past] [At a loss for words] [Haste for
conclusion] [Sorting out of contents] [Confirmed emotion]

28



Case for Research
Division |
“Umm, at the event like bird watching or something, um, a

person named Mr. Suganuma, umm, used to come to teach as
an Instructor every year...”

This is a part 'I' broke her silence of 22 minutes and began to
talk about the bird watching event actively under an
accelerating condition. She talks about Mr. Suganuma who
used to come to his primary school until 4 years ago, slowly,
Inserting intervals to try to recall the past. We can imagine
that she is searching for the right words to describe Mr.
Suganuma such as ‘a person who came to teach’ or ‘instructor.

29



Case for Research
Division |

accelerating condition

decelerating condition

decelerating condition

30



Case for Research

Division 2

“but, umm, he passed away and his wife comes instead now,
and after we made her acquaintance, she often plants
seedlings or other stuff in our vegetable garden, kindly enough,
and, um, we have become, so to speak, friends. Now that we
know each other well, | sometimes ask her about fertilizer when
the vegetables look faded or such...”

31



Case for Research

Division 2 decelerating condition

constant rate condition

concerns of

Birds
l decelerating condition
the elderly
person
J

his wife constant rate condition

J
vegetables



Case for Research

Division 3

".... thing directly, as she is familiar with those things. | mean,
through this region learning, | have met and got to know
various people and | came to be able to ask them what | want

to know.”

33



Case for Research

Division 3 |

constant rate condition

decelerating condition

34



Application with the exception of Lesson

<for Researchers>
Life History Interview

whether the interviewee thinks happiness or not
for his/her life.

<for Teachers or Psychotherapists>
Counseling for people (in the school)

whether children have or not some worry for
something.

<for Contributers to Social>
Judging the Testimony by a criminal
whether a criminal tell or not an untruth.



Situations and Conditions

<Constant Rate Condltion>

being

confidence, being able to arrange in the mind,

talking with confidence or conclusion...
<Decelerating Condition>

uneasi

confir

ness, confusion, uncertainty, hesitation,

mation, thinking, recalling...

<Accelerating Condition>

guestion betrayed his/her expectation, emerging
better answer, going ahead utterance than think...

<Blank>

breathing, recalling, thinking...

36



Compare C.A. with Speech Rhythm Analysis

C. A S. R. A

.to find and analyze social

urpose or . . .
Purp act, interactive action /

-to explore background clues

target . -to s ort codin
d conversation 1P n9
-the manner of speech
: : -turn of speech
view point | . . . speech rhythm
-Timing .
. 3 types conditions
-the data collection
-transcribing the record -tapping the desk with listening
procedure |-adding the symbol voice or movie
- Interpretation -to make the graph

-to identify the condition

- visualization(graph)

output |.only characters .
P 4 . characters(cords, conception)
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Conclusions

Actual lessons are full of information
ex.) children’s emotions or deep feelings

Being lost in the process of reducing them into a
esson record

-Generally, Lesson Analysis-

Attempting
to identify lesson structure or class order
to understand what children think

through transcribing voice or image data as lesson
records
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Conclusions

But this Includes nonfinite procedures that require a
ot of experience and skKill,

We find 1t difficult to clarify a speaker’s thought or
attitude

-The Proposed Method-

aiming to find background clues from speech
rhythm,

being able to help in overcoming such issues

This method is not only the contents analysis but
also the situation analysis.
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Thank you !



