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Abstract

- The foreign policy of the People s Republic of Chlna (PRC) under PreSIdent Xi Jinping since early 2013 has Wltnessed a gradual
~ transformation from “taoguang yanghui" (adoption of a low-profile approach) to "yousuo zuowei” (trying to be more assertive in
~accomplishment). This prominent change in Chinese foreign policy has triggered the alarms of many forelgn countries, especially
the United States, such as the developments of the South China Sea. At the same time, the PRC has been engaging in
multllaterallsm in international financial |nst|tut|ons projecting an image of a peaceful and proactive China. However, the
outbreak of Covid-19, and the mainland policy toward Xinjiang, Hong Kong and Taiwan have sparked a wave of forelgn criticisms
- and sanctlons agalnst the PRC Compounding the external host|I|ty to the PRC has been the |ntenS|f|ed technological war between
 the US and China. In response to the external pressure the PRC has smce mid-2020 been adoptlng an internally self- sufficient
policy with the protection of national security on top of its policy agenda containing the spread and entry of Covid-19,
malntalnlng a paternalistic approach to dealing with Hong Kong, and issuing continuous warnings to Taiwan through frequent
~ military exercises. The trends of the Chinese foreign policy are to slightly dilute its nationalistic assertiveness, tone down its
- "wolf-warrior" diplomacy but maintain its domestic assertiveness in the political economy of "dual circulation." The return of a
"new Cold War" between the US and China has begun since the speech made by US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo in July 2020.
His speech signalled aworsening ideological war between the US and the PRC, propelling China toward the path of a more
externally isolated foreign policy and internally self-sufficient, 'nationalistic and paternalistic governance" The Western and
outside perception of a strong and per5|stent "China threat" remains the most S|gn|f|cant shaper influencing the PRC's foreign
: relatlons with other countries. The ongoing tense relations with India over the border is a case in point. The return of the new
- Cold War means that military confllcts between Chlna and its nelghbours will Ilkely become a reallstlc possmnlty in the com|ng
decades / : o/ : /

Speaker:

Sonny Lo is Professor and Deputy Director at HKU SPACE. He is a political scientist holding a Doctoral
degree in Political Science from the University of Toronto in 1993, a Master's degree in Political
Science from the University of Waterloo in 1986 and a Bachelor degree (Specialized Honours) in
Political Science from York University, Canada, in 1985. His new books are Casino Capitalism, Society
and Politics of China's Macau (2020) and The Dynamics of Peaceful and Violent Protests in Hong Kong:
The Anti-Extradition Movement (2020).
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