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Learning together through
paired-reading
FEMER

The epidemic has been with us for over a year and has changed the way
we live our lives. Where we once learnt exclusively in the classroom,

we now also learn at home, with students and teachers separated by

a computer screen. It is through these difficult times that physical and
spiritual companionship are even more valuable. A class of student
volunteers from EAUHK has participated in the ‘Paired-Reading

Without Walls' online service project to interact with and read books to
children from ethnic minorities, low-income families, and with special
educational needs.

The ‘Paired-Reading Without Walls’ online service project, organised by
the Student Affairs Office (SAO), has recruited over 180 service leaders
and students. Rachel, a third-year student studying BEd (Hons) in
English Language programme, is one of them. Before the online sessions
officially began, she and a group of other student volunteers underwent
a month’s training, attending workshops delivered by specialists in

child education and learning to be attentive when communicating

with children. The children’s parents are present during the reading
activity, so that they can take home the four books used, and employ
the methods and approach the students have demonstrated. The aim

is to nurture parent-child relationships, making children feel more
comfortable in discussing the books’ themes, such as honesty and
caring.
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Rachel giving a heart
gesture in response to the
affection she received from
kindergarten and primary
school children
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Developing empathy

As Rachel's major is in teaching secondary school students, this was the
first time she has worked with small children, and one from which she
has gained new experience. When working with students from ethnic
minorities who are not proficient in Chinese, if they encounter a difficult
character, she first translates into English to help the child understand.
Furthermore, she has to pay special attention to the child’s background
when selecting subject matter to avoid offending the child’s religious
beliefs. “For example, we did not choose any picture books that were
related to ‘pigs’ to avoid being disrespectful to Muslims,” she says.

Ms Angie Yeon Yuk-mei, Director of Student Affairs, said many student
volunteer activities have not been able to proceed as planned because
of the pandemic. Considering children’s lack of social interaction during
class suspension, SAO has moved this activity online to encourage
students to give back to society. “Through this programme, they can
also develop empathy and learn about the needs of different people

in the community,” says Ms Yeon. She also reveals that the project

has received positive feedback and has served over 550 children from
disadvantaged families to date.
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The picture books used in the activity and made available to parents online
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Tips of paired-reading

o Before telling a story, sing a nursery rhyme to set the right atmosphere
and help the children focus

¢ Avoid adding extra content that diverges from the main storyline and
breaks children’s concentration

e Connect the story to objects with which the children are familiar, such
as “birds fly in the sky like aeroplanes”. This helps enrich children’s
imagination and strengthen their knowledge of the world around them
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