Whole Person Development Award

To recognise students’ achievement in non-formal learning, The Education University of Hong Kong
has established a Whole Person Development Award (WPDA) from 2017/18. Dean of Students’ List,
the highest honour in the WPDA, requires awardees to have proven leadership and sound

achievements in activity organisation.

Apart from Dean of Students’ List, there are two other levels of recognition. They are: Whole Person
Development Certificate and Whole Person Development Advanced Certificate. The Certificates are
granted to students with all-round participation in different domains with reference to student

participation records in the University’s Experiential Learning and Achievement Transcript.
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Dean of Students’ List 2022/23

ZHENG Yuk Yeung Laughing
Bachelor of Education (Honours) (Science)
Year 5

It is my honour to be awarded the Dean of Students’ List in recognition of my achievements and
efforts in the field of environmental education and conservation in the past few years. As a student
in The Education University of Hong Kong, | am grateful that our University has provided numerous
opportunities, advice and support to me in pursuing my areas of interest.

Although Hong Kong is a small place, its biodiversity is incredibly rich and complex. To me, our
natural environment has always been astonishingly attractive. My interest in environmental
education and animal conservation started when | joined an internship programme. | was then
inspired by a conservationist who was working on conserving one particular type of birds called
Yellow-breasted Buntings —a species that had a massive population before the 1970s but is currently
near extinction due to over-hunting. As a result, it started to be listed as Critically Endangered on
IUCN Red List in 2017. The conservationist’s work and passion has influenced me, leading to my
decision in pursuing my goal as an environmental educator.

Since 2019, | have joined a variety of programmes, such as “Ocean Park Conservation Chill Club
Ambassador Scheme”, “Take Action!”, etc, to promote the importance of environmental
conservation. With the use of camera and social media, | gradually realised that the pictures |
captured could arouse others’ interest in local ecology and conservation. | subsequently took part
in various photography competitions and introduced other “local residents” living in different
habitats. | am glad that | received an award in the “Light of Tolo Channel and Plover Cove
Photography Competition 2021” whereby the beauty of wildlife in Hong Kong was shared to the
public.

As a pre-service science teacher, not only has my personal experience equipped myself with
knowledge and all the fun facts surrounding morphology of organisms, it has also helped me
understand how to inspire students on the importance of environmental preservation in my future
career.
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“Light of Tolo Channel and Plover Cove"
Phomgraphy Competition 2021

S Y




