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Applications for HKU SPACE’s higher diploma programmes double this year
· Ming Pao, Sing Tao and Wen Wei reported that HKU SPACE received a total of 12,000 applications for its associate degree and higher diploma programmes this year, doubled the number recorded a year ago. HKU SPACE would increase the number of those programme places to 3,500 this year, up 60 per cent year on year. About 60 per cent of the places offered would be reserved for the last batch of Secondary Seven graduates while 40 per cent would be for HKDSE graduates.
Some HKU medical staff are unwilling to work in Shenzhen branch 

· Ming Pao reported that some HKU medical professors were unwilling to work in the university’s Shenzhen hospital due to open in July, with some refusing to sign contracts to take up the new role assigned due to concern over manpower losses at local hospitals in Hong Kong.  
· A spokesperson from HKU’s Faculty of Medicine was quoted as saying that HKU respected staff’s decision and those selected medical staff could choose to work in its Shenzhen hospital on a voluntary basis. 
Four HKU PhD students are awarded RGC-Fulbright Hong Kong Scholarship 

· Sing Tao and Wen Wei reported that four HKU PhD students were awarded the Research Grants Council-Fulbright Hong Kong Scholarship, with each receiving HK$12,000 per month to support their research work in the US for six to 10 months. The funding support covered actual research expenses including accommodation and subsistence costs.
University rankings put pressure on academics  

· SCMP reported that academics had been lamented the heavy pressure to produce research work in order to make the universities into the top tier in university rankings to prove its quality of education, which was a key consideration in many people’s college selection criteria. 

· Besides research, ranking polls tended to look at factors such as faculty profiles, institutional reputation, salary of alumni and so on, with each poll attaching different weightings to different criteria.

Schools

Wah Yan College’s air-conditioning fee raises criticisms   

--by Ching Sheung-tat
· The column published by Sing Tao noted that Wah Yan College, Kowloon, imposing air-conditioning fee in the new school year was seen as a move on charging registration fee for students as all students were required to pay the fee or else their school places would be forfeited. The move had raised criticisms among parents.   

Others

Majority HKALE students face stronger competition for university places   

· Most local dailies quoted a survey conducted by Hok Yau Club as saying that close to 90 per cent of HKALE students interviewed agreed that they faced stronger competition for university places this year. About 75 per cent of the students said there were fewer options for them to continue their studies. 

· Hok Yau Club had interviewed close to 1,200 secondary seven graduates during the February to March period this year.  

· Meanwhile, Oriental Daily and The Sun quoted The Hong Kong Federation of Youth Groups as saying that about 40,000 HKALE and HKDSE graduates would look for jobs this year, putting pressure on the job market in Hong Kong. 

Direct Subsidy Scheme Schools Expo attracts 20,000 parents
· Sing Tao reported that more than 20,000 parents attended The 2nd Hong Kong Direct Subsidy Scheme Schools & Primary Schools Admission Expo which was held on 23-24 June, more than last year’s level. Over 80 schools and related organisations participated in the Expo. 
· HKUGA Primary School Principal Christina Wong was quoted as saying that parents should choose schools for their children according to their personalities. 

Some Liberal Studies students copy Internet information when doing IES-related projects
· Wen Wei quoted a joint survey conducted by LU’s Department of Cultural Studies, Hong Kong Liberal Studies Teachers’ Association and Hong Kong Professional Teachers’ Union as saying that more than 40 per cent of Liberal Studies students did not pay much effort in carrying out their projects related to Independent Enquiry Study (IES) required by EDB. About 30 per cent of Liberal Studies teachers interviewed said some students simply copied ideas and information from the Internet.  

· A total of 647 Liberal Studies teachers and 2,806 secondary school teachers were interviewed for the survey. IES was adopted as the mode of School-based Assessment in Liberal Studies, in which candidates were required to demonstrate various skills such as problem-solving, data gathering and analysis, and communications. 
EDB will announce details on e-Textbook Market Development Scheme today

· Sing Tao reported that EDB would hold a briefing today (25 June) for people who were interested in participating in the e-Textbook Market Development Scheme (EMADS). The EMADS aimed to facilitate and encourage the participation of potential and aspiring e-textbook developers for the development of a sustainable e-textbook market in Hong Kong. 
· Textbook publishers urged the government to produce an e-Textbook list, stating clearly which traditional textbooks were allowed to transform into e-textbooks. 

ENDS
	The Media Summary is prepared by Communications Office (CO) with an aim of fostering HKIEd staff and students’ understanding of the external perception of the Institute and the development of the education sector in HK. To ensure a prompt posting of the document on the Intranet on a daily basis (Monday through Friday), only salient newspaper reports and editorial angles are summarised in bullet points. Those who are interested in individual reports may either read the detailed reports on WiseNews or contact CO. Archives of the summary (from 1 Jan 2007 onwards) can be found at www.ied.edu.hk/mrs.


