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Av Jockey Club Project RISE

The Jockey Club Project RISE (the Project), sponsored by the Hong Kong Jockey Club Charities Trust since
2021, aims to provide evidence-based support for primary school students with English learning
difficulties (ELD). With positive feedback from schools and continued support from the Hong Kong Jockey
Club Charities Trust, the Project extended from its first to second phase in July 2024, offering

comprehensive support for local primary school students with ELD.

The Project Team published the Hong Kong Test of English Reading and Writing for Junior Primary School
Students (Primary 2 and 3) (HKT-PE(U)) in November 2023 to identify students with ELD. Over 600
Primary 2 and 3 students, their parents, and English teachers, participated in developing the HKT-PE()
for teachers and psychologists to use. The RISE Curriculum for Primary 2 and 3 was developed and
disseminated to local primary schools in February 2024 to support students with ELD. The Team also
hosted conferences, seminars, and workshops for school personnel and education professionals, attracting

over 1,000 participants.

The project commenced during the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite the suspension of face-to-face teaching
and the shift to online learning, the Team ensured the successful implementation of the RISE Curriculum
to test its effectiveness in more than 15 schools. The Team extended invitations to over 50 primary
schools, supporting junior students with ELD. With the need to help students with ELD, the RISE
Curriculum was developed to foster student language and literacy development, including listening,
speaking, reading, and writing skills aligned with the English Language Education Key Learning Area
Curriculum Guide (Primary 1 to Secondary 6) (The Education Bureau, 2017) and English Language
Curriculum Guide (Primary 1-6) (The Education Bureau, 2004). The RISE Curriculum is recommended to

support students with ELD in small-class learning in school. < |/ =

¢ O More than 200 psychologists and 150 primary schools have
applied to use the HKT-PE() and the RISE Curriculum.

Application forms are available on the Hong Kong Specific

Learning Difficulties Research Team (HK-SpLD Team) website:
https://hksld.eduhk.hk. The HK-SpLD Team comprises

-~ HKT-PE())

members from the Education University of Hong Kong, the

University of Hong Kong, and the Education Bureau.

The second phase of the Project began in July 2024. The

Team will continue to seek input and advice from schools and

government units to develop resources such as screening tools

. . . . JC Project RISE Currlculum
and learning and teaching materials to support students with

ELD from Primary 1 to 6.



https://hksld.eduhk.hk/

Project Development in the Second Phase

Over the next five years, the Project aims to extend its reach, targeting students from around 40% of

Hong Kong's primary schools to foster a fun-filled and relaxed atmosphere to learn English and support

more students with ELD. The proposed plan includes:

1. English enrichment programme for primary school students

New resources, including curriculum, learning and teaching materials, will be developed

to support both junior and senior primary school students with ELD in strengthening and

— /:/
advancing their English skills. The curriculum for senior primary school students will &%f)w:/\

focus on language and literacy skills to ensure students are well-equipped for daily

English communication. Professional development activities will also be offered to

teachers and education-related professionals.

2. Screening tool for senior primary school students

be developed to assist teachers in identifying students with ELD and provide tailored

Building on the HKT-PE()), a new screening tool for senior primary school students will J

support strategies.

3. Positive English Campaign

and showcasing students' English work to promote a fun-filled and relaxed learning

atmosphere.

This initiative aims to create a positive, anxiety-free English learning environment.

Activities may include setting up English corners in schools, organising themed events, h%—m
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4. Parental support
Parental workshops will be provided to empower
parents to support their children’s English
learning and enhance their motivation and

engagement.

.

A comprehensive e-learning platform will be
developed, offering a wide range of interactive
tools for both in-class and out-of-class learning.
Features will include English games, online
student assessments, and teacher feedback to

provide continuous learning support. @

-
==

Through ongoing innovation and dedicated efforts, the Team aims to help more students achieve greater

fulfilment and engagement in learning English and improve their language and literacy skills, thereby

building a solid foundation for their academic future. The Team will continue to seek advice and support

from school personnel, parents, and government officials and work with them to promote English

learning in schools.
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Link English words with similar spellings, such as ‘bed’ and
‘red, ‘ball’ and ‘wall, and pair them with corresponding ——
pictures. For example, at the basic level, picture cards are ﬂ
placed on the table with the pictures and words facing up. -

Students take turns drawing cards, pairing words with similar

spellings and rhyming sounds, and reading them aloud. Once -

students are familiar with the game, new vocabulary can be N

introduced to encourage students to create sentences to

’

express their views freely. / ==
=4 L.y i__%_y;-i V's

bed| red wall ball

Compound words often appear. They are formed by combining two or more words with various meanings.
Understanding how to separate and combine words may help children learn new vocabulary. For example,
‘handbag’ (a bag that is held by hands), ‘raincoat’ (a coat that is worn in the rain), and other exceptional

words, such as ‘hotdog’ (a food item, not a dog that is hot).

+ B randiag w4 * = vaincoat

hand \oag Yain coat

There are 44 phonemes in English. Students can learn individual phonemes through games.

Phoneme addition:

Add a phoneme at the beginning or end of the word c+ ‘OCK = C\OCK c

to make a new one. For example, /c/ & lock = clock.

Phoneme subtraction:

Remove the first or last phoneme of the word to form ba+ - b = a-+

a new one. For example, bat = /b/ & at.

Phoneme substitution:

Change one phoneme of the word to create a new Hin -> ten cat -> Cap

word. For example, tin > ten; cat - cap.


https://bit.ly/4d0YHtq

Guide Booklet to Learning Activity

Design, Accommodation & Differentiation

GL%E{ZJ:%E &eéo:;oi;ﬁt’ The guide booklet, a supplement to the RISE Curriculum, provides
' additional teaching resources to schoolteachers supporting students
with ELD and those without English difficulties in small-class or
whole-class  learning. This  booklet includes curriculum
accommodation and differentiation strategies, and suggested ways

to provide tiered assignments.

Learning outcomes @ -
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Instructional processes - -
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Game Kit: SOUND FUN -

This kit complements the RISE Curriculum and the guide For more information, please scan the QR
booklet. It includes a sound chart, a vocabulary list, a user code to visit the project website
guide, and game cards. It aims to develop students’ https://eduhk.hk/jcrise/ or email us at
phonological awareness and vocabulary knowledge using jerise@eduhk.hk

interactive learning activities.

Contact us

[=] o [

[=:
/ Tel.: 2948 8080
3gmw , Address: Room B2-2/F-05, The Education
® FUN W

University of Hong Kong, 10 Lo Ping Road,
Tai Po

Joining Our Team

We are seeking highly experienced English language teachers to help grow our project and impact. If you

want to join our dynamic team, please contact the project leader, Professor Kevin Chung, at

coin e AAAAAAAAAAAN
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