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Abstract

This keynote presentation begins by critically examining the ongoing influence of structural linguistics, its
abstract understanding of language, and the implications for both language policies and related conceptions
of language teaching and learning. This includes critique of language policies that unproblematically valorize
national languages, as well as international languages such as English, while dismissing the significance of
‘local’ languages. It also includes critique of the ‘monolingual bias’ that still underpins traditional approaches
to Second Language Acquisition (SLA), and related teaching and learning approaches. This critique of the
continuing monolingual bias in SLA is most clearly outlined in and by the ‘multilingual turn’ (May, 2014) in
language teaching and learning over the last decade. The presentation concludes with a critical examination
of the presumed link between the acquisition of English as the current world language — most clearly seen
in the rapid expansion of English-medium-instruction programs worldwide — and related social, economic,
and educational mobility.
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