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Abstract

In recent decades, the field of language policy has evolved from top-down and textual understandings of the
notion of policy to approaches that conceptualise policy as a verb, that is, as a process that is constantly
being (un)made and enacted, as policymaking. This has been enabled by the adoption of ethnographic and
critical sociolinguistic epistemologies that (a) widen the notion, actors and spaces of policymaking; (2) focus
on the conditions, complexities and dilemmas of policy sense-making and appropriation; and (3) examine the
short-term and longer-term consequences of situated policy implementation. In my talk, | will discuss my
critical, ethnographic approach to language policy through the presentation of selected case studies from
recent and past fieldwork in Catalonia (Spain).
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