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	Synopsis 


This course provides a foundation in the study of diversity in education. It aims to help beginning teachers develop an attitude of respect for differences and an inclusive perspective in working with students. It focuses on helping teachers to use knowledge of their students, school, home and community to develop responsive strategies to support learning in different education settings.  
Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
By the end of this course, students will 
CILO 1 

Global perspective

Shows respect for difference and an affirming attitude towards students with diversified background and abilities

(1) Bring this awareness to work with students, parents and other stakeholders of the community
(2) Shows knowledge of world trends  

CILO 2
Critical thinking

Adopt a critical approach to evaluate supportive strategies for promoting the intellectual, social and physical development of students with diverse needs 

(1) Identify individual and group needs in learning, social, emotional and behavioral aspects  
(2) Enhance inclusive practices with innovative strategies, curriculum, assessment and instructional adaptations  
CILO 3
Problem solving

Act as agents of change for supporting the learning and participation of students with diverse abilities, disabilities and background

(1) Identify barriers in policy, culture and practice for inclusion

(2) Shows commitment to change

Teaching and Learning Content and Activities 
	CILO
	Teaching Content/Topic 
	Teaching & Learning Activities 
	Sessions 

(3-hr)

	1 & 2
	Concept of equity, equality in education and education for all: International developments (Concepts of deviance, Normalization, Mainstreaming, Integration, Salamanca Statement, Dakar Framework of Action,  IDEA, NCLB), Issues and challenges 
Education provision for children with disabilities and special educational needs: Special education, special classes and units, integration and inclusive education 

Personal perspectives of the value of education and the role of teacher
	Study resources
Lecture

Debate and review
	2

	2 & 3
	Understanding diverse learners in Hong Kong:  Ethnicity, religion, culture, language, gender, socio-economic status, disability and special educational needs

Learning, emotional and behavioral characteristics of students with visual and hearing impairments, physical disabilities, intellectual disabilities, autism, dyslexia, AD/HD and language difficulties    

Individual differences in learning style, interest and motivation
	Case studies
Video analysis

Experiential learning

Individual/group reflection 
	4

	1 & 3
	System of support for students with diverse needs in Hong Kong: School policy, 3-tier intervention model, 
whole school approach 
	Lecture
School visits

(One secondary school, one primary school)
	1

	1, 2& 3
	Responding to diversity in daily teaching: Presentation methods, responsive strategies, scaffolding learning and building on individual strengths, peer support, co-teaching and cooperative learning etc. 

Curriculum and assessment design to cater to diversity


	Analysis of classroom learning 
Analysis of responses of students with SEN

Group/individual sharing 

lectures
	3

	2
	Individualized Education Programme and home-school collaboration

Use of community resources, collaboration of professionals and school networking and support 
	Study resources
Experience sharing
	2

	
	Lesson plan analysis

Micro-skill practice 
	Critique of lesson plan 

Role play 
	1


Assessment 

	CILO
	Types of Assessment Task / Activities
	Weighting (%)

	1 & 2
	Written Log of your interactions with a student with diverse needs (5 pages)
	30

	1 & 3
	Appraise the support system and key approaches in responding to diversity of a selected school (1000 words)
	30

	1, 2 & 3
	Propose strategies to respond to the needs of a student with diverse needs. A justification of who (class teacher, student support team, parents or other professionals) would do what (in class support, daily teaching, outside class) is required (1000 words) 
	40

	
	
	100
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