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Integrative education 1s education that 1s organized in such a way that it cuts across
subject-matter lines, bringing together various aspects of the curriculum into meaningful
association to focus upon broad araes of study. It views learning and teaching in a holistic
way and reflects the real world, which 1s interactive. This interactive nature involves the
learner's physical body, thoughts, feelings, senses, and intuition. Holistic teaching and
learning provide learning experiences that are related in such a way that they unify
knowledge and provide a greater understanding than that which could be obtained by
examining the parts separately.
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Wiles Bondi (1988):

1. There are ideas worth learning which are not unique to one discipline and are greater
than the sum of the individual disciplines involved.

2. Students at this age(elementary school) are uniquely sensitive to and need these ideas to
stimulate their interest in learning.

3.The ‘real’ world is a world of issues, topic, problems and situations --- not
disciplines, subjects or courses.

4, Students at this age respond favorably to active, small groups combined with
independent learning situations.

5. The essential skills and concepts of all disciplines can be effectively learned during the
study of interdisciplinary topics.

6. Students of this age benefit most from having a team of teachers who have a common
approach to content, instructional strategies and operational procedures.

7. For many middle school students, preventing their  ‘turn off  to school and learning is
the highest priority of the school.

(SRR
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-Integrated curriculum helps apply skills

-An integrated knowledge base leads to faster retrieval of information

-Multiple perspectives lead to a more integrated knowledge base

-Integrated curriculum encourages depth and breadth in learning

Integrated curriculum promotes positive attitude in students

Integrated curriculum provides for more quality time for curriculum exploration
(Lipson,1993)
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Shoemaker, B. J. E. (1989) Integrative Education: a curriculum for the 21 century.
Fortarty, R. (1991) The Mindful School: How to Integrate the Curriculum. Palatine, IL:
Skylight Publishing, Inc.

Lake, K. Integrated Curriculum. School Improvement Research Series (SIRS), Retrived 12
Jan 2008 athttp:/mwrel.org/scpd/sirs/8/c016.html
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-Select a theme together

-Work independently

-Meet together to define objectives for the unit

-Meet together to select activities

-Brainstorm resources

-Develop your activities (individually/collectively, division of roles)
-Schedule your unit

-Advertise your unit to parents and students

-Implement the unit

Shoemaker, B. J. E. (1989) Integrative Education: a curriculum for the 21 century
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